Following the resignation of Eddie Crouch, there is now a vacancy on the Principal Executive Committee (PEC) for the member from the West Midlands.
Nominations for the by election in the West Midlands are now invited, and completed nomination forms must be returned by 12 noon Friday 20 December 2013. Further information on the by election, including a downloadable nomination form, is available on the BDA website at www.bda.org/dentists/representation/governance/pec. If you want a hard copy election pack sent to you, email Alison Magee at a.magee@bda.org or telephone 020 7535 5833.
The PEC
The PEC has overall responsibility for the control and direction of the policy and affairs of the Association, and its members are the Directors of the Association.
There are 12 members of the PEC apart from the senior officers such as the Chair, and it is anticipated that each will have a fair share of overall responsibilities. Typically this will require:  Attendance at all meetings of the PEC -around five a year, but maybe more when business demands  Attendance at own country council meetings  Attendance at UK Council meetings  Sitting on 1-2 sub committees/issue specific forums  Attendance at general meetings of the Association.
It is anticipated that the approximate time commitment for an ordinary PEC member will be 20 days per year, with an annual remuneration of £15,000.
Term of office
This shall be until December 2014, with the entitlement to stand for a full three-year term of office at that point.
Induction, support and training
Membership of the PEC will carry significant organisational and legal responsibilities. There will therefore be a thorough induction programme for those elected, and ongoing training. Members will also have 'civil service' advice and support from the Chief Executive and his staff.
Next meeting of the PEC
Assuming the successful candidate is elected by January, the next meeting of the PEC will be in London at 9 am on Wednesday 12 February 2014.
PHOTO STORY
For the 13th year in a row, the Wrightington, Wigan and Leigh NHS Foundation Trust's Maxillofacial service has achieved accreditation from the UK National Examining Board of Dental Nurses, maintaining Wigan Infirmary's status as the only NHS hospital in the North West to hold the gold standard for student dental nurse training.
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